Ruth Ellen Vilmain

October 29, 1928 - April 17, 2022

Ruth Ellen Lewright Vilmain, a devout Catholic, died peacefully on Easter
Sunday April 17, 2022, surrounded by family at the UW Hospital in Madison,
Wisconsin. from complications of Leukemia. Ruth was born October 29th,
1928, on the family farm near Sanborn, lowa to Erma Ellen Lewright and
Harold L. Lewright. The youngest daughter along with her brother Harry and
sister Helen.

Ruth met her future husband, Francis Dominic Vilmain, while attending lowa
State University. Frank preceded her in death in Santa Fe, NM. in 2005. She
graduated from the University of Northern lowa with a degree in Community
Health in 1988 after raising her eight children.

Ruth worked as a lifeguard, medical secretary, hospital emergency triage and
in many Catholic charities including 20 years at St. Vincent de Paul in the
book room. Quilting and sewing were a passion throughout her life, as well as
reading, which she passed onto her children, grand and great.

Ruth was a staunch progressive Democrat, starting with holding caucus
meetings at her home in Cedar Falls, lowa and later on traveling to

Washington DC to participate in the 2017 Women'’s March.

Proceeded in death by her husband, parents, siblings and her grandchild,



Caleb Stephen Vilmain who passed in 2010. Survived by Suzanne of Santa
Fe, NM: Jeannie of Denver, CO; Steve and Shannon of Des Moines, IA;
Michael of Des Moines, IA; Judy and David of Providence, RI; Teresa and
Kevin of Black Earth, WI; Jim and Chris of Urbandale, |IA; David and Lauren of
Middleton, WI. Eleven grandchildren: Jeremy, Martin, Tobigeyl, Jamie,
Jessica, Dominic, Elliott, Joe, Ryan, Megan, and 13 great grandchildren,
many nieces, nephews, and friends.

There will be a visitation at 10:00 am and a Celebration of Life Memorial
Service at 11:00 am on Friday, May 6th at St. Mary of Nazareth Catholic
Church, 4600 Meredith Drive, Des Moines, lowa.

The family would like to thank all the wonderful care givers across the country
who took such amazing care of our mother, grandmother, great-grandmother,
aunt, mentor and dear friend.

Memorial donations may be sent to St. Vincent de Paul of your choice or your
favorite charity.

To send flowers to the family of Ruth Ellen Vilmain
please contact Boesen the Florist at 515-274-4761.

please click on this link below to watch the funeral live 11 AM Friday, May 6th,
2022.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F %2Fplayer.
vimeo.com%2Fvideo%2F703439900%3Fh%3Dab62814707&data=05%7CO0
1%7C%7Ca9b7c3d710854e664ae808da2c6d3bba%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb43
5aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637871144905387850%7CUnknown%7CT
WFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAWMDAILCJQIljoiV2IuMzIliLCJBTil6lkThaWwilL
CJIXVCI6MNn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6f%2F XhSt%2BhSmDKxe



XBKAAZhSK528q3IDoGBYyIwxRNNTE%3D&reserved=0



Previous Events

Celebration of Life Visitation

MAY 6. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St Mary of Nazareth Catholic Church
4600 Meredith Dr
Des Moines, IA 50310

Celebration of Life

MAY 6. 11:00 AM (CT)

St Mary of Nazareth Catholic Church
4600 Meredith Dr.

Des Moines, IA 50310
http://stmarysdsm.org


http://stmarysdsm.org/

Tribute Wall

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Ruth Ellen Vilmain.

May 05, 2022 at 10:04 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Ruth Ellen Vilmain.

May 05, 2022 at 08:58 PM

Summer's Light Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Ruth Ellen Vilmain.

May 05, 2022 at 01:14 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Ruth Ellen Vilmain.

May 03, 2022 at 01:18 PM



https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2999&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2999&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Ruth Ellen Vilmain.

May 03, 2022 at 11:23 AM

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the
family of Ruth Ellen Vilmain.

April 27, 2022 at 09:18 PM

Debra DeShong purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Ruth Ellen Vilmain.

Debra DeShong - April 27, 2022 at 06:12 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Ruth Ellen Vilmain.

April 27, 2022 at 03:55 PM



https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dyamondmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

